
Our Household Church: To Discern What Is of Value! 
2nd Sunday of Advent: 05 December 2021: 

 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
Women: Giving Thanks and praise to You, Creator, is the reason we gather! All: We Thank You! 
Men: We Give Thanks for all that You have created for us, through us and within us. All: Thank You! 
Women: For all You do in this world, through Your Son and Christ, Jesus All: We give you Thanks!  
Eldest: Humanity is often divided by dissension and discord! All: Thank You for continuing to Give! 
Men: We know that in the doubt sown in life’s struggles All: Your grace changes our hearts to heal.  
Women: Your Spirit moves human hearts so that enemies may speak to each other again, adversaries 
come to join hands, and peoples seek to meet together. All: Help us seek the way of Peace! 
Men: Love can overcome hate! Forgiveness soothes revenge! All: Help us heal our woundedness! 
Youngest: Mutual Respect throws over belittling. All: Help us value the humanity of all! 
Women: Jesus is the Word that brings salvation, Men: Jesus is the hand You extend to sinners,  
Eldest with Youngest: Jesus is the way by which Your peace is offered to us.  
Men: When our brokenness in sin turns us away from You. All: You reconcile with us in Jesus.  
Women: With hearts finally converted to You, All: We can love one another! 
 Men: Giving ourselves for one another in the way that Jesus did for us. All: We learn to give Thanks! 
 

 
BREAKING OPEN THE WORD 
Today’s Gospel is Mark 1:1-8. The first reading is Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 while the 2nd reading is 2 Peter 3:8-

14 Each of the Readings can be read or simply the Gospel.  
While someone reads the Scripture(s), listen well. Be aware of the image being painted, or the story 
being told. How does the story or the image call to mind your own life or experience?  
There is an interesting dynamic between the 1st Reading and the Gospel today. Baruch has God 
pursuing us: God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old 
depths and gorges be filled to level ground, that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God.   
Then, in the Gospel, Luke has John the Baptist echoing the Prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying 
out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be 
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low. Two lovers purse each other in the night! 
 When have you felt that you were not “good enough” to be with or talk to “a certain person?” 
 Isaiah names the desert as a place of seeking. What is your “lonely place” metaphor? 
 Tell your story, about discovering yourself to be worthy in your own eyes and life, and another. 
Paul, in the 2nd Reading, calls on the disciples to grow ever deeper in their awareness: This is my 
prayer: that your love [self-worth] may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind 
of perception, to discern what is of value that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. 
 How is your “knowledge” of God impacted to know that God commanded that every lofty 
mountain be made low… that [you] may advance secure?  
 How does this alter your “God Perception” to know that God chooses You? Hear Gabriel calling? 
 What hindrance is Isaiah, John the Baptist and Luke calling us prepare and to fill for Christ to be 
able to come near? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/40?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2peter/3?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2peter/3?8


Based on Recon II: Charles McCarthy, franciscan 
https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BREAKING AND SHARING BREAD (some do this in the context of a meal) 
All: God our Father, you are most holy, and we want to show you that we are grateful. 
Eldest: We do now what Jesus told us to do. Youngest: We invite you Father and Jesus to our table.  
Women: We break and share this bread longing for the bread that gives us life. All: Help us share our 
table with the poor, refugees, people without homes as well as our friends whose lives are out of 
balance. [Pass some form of bread from person to person. After everyone has had a chance to eat the bread, 
continue:] 
Men: We also share something to drink at our table. It represents our longing for the cup that saves us. 
It represents the energy of life which we wish to share with those who seek comfort, who mourn and 
seek peace. [Pass a pitcher with a beverage. Have everyone pour for the next person. After everyone has had a 
chance to drink the beverage, continue:]  
All: Heal our thirst for health and community as we are aware of the thirst of others.  
- those who sacrifice to serve others afflicted with COVID or are depressed and alone, 
- those who sacrifice their livelihood for us  
- those who are hospitalized, are without employment, live without shelter, flee violence, … 
- those who are alone and isolated. 
- (for whom else to pray?) 
 

 
INTERCESSIONS: 
Eldest: Jesus brings us to You, Creator. Youngest: Welcome us as You welcome him.  
All: Help us welcome others as You welcome us. Eldest: Let us seek Peace and follow in Her way. 
Youngest: Sharing with us Jesus’ very Spirit, Eldest: all that hurts us in one another can be healed. 
Men: May we grow the Church to form unity Women: and bring forth peace among all people.   
Eldest: Help us be of one mind and heart with Pope Francis Youngest: Keep bishop [N.] healthy. 
All: May our gratitude draw us to serve. 
Women: Just as You have gathered us now at our table, Men: may we know Your table as well. 
Eldest: Receive our brothers and sisters who have died [names]. All: May they be in your Peace! 
Youngest: May people of every race and tongue who have died in Your friendship  
All: Come to know the joy of Your table and of the Healing and Hope celebrated there.  
Women: Bring us to share with all people the unending banquet of unity  
Men: where the fullness peace will shine. 
Our Father….  
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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